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We dedicate this book to our late friends 
and colleagues who are dearly missed: 

— to Mariétou Mbaye Diallo who helped to manage 
the Nopoor conferences in Dakar with her fullest 
commitment to disseminate our results; 

— to Gero Erdmann who contributed his invaluable 
knowledge of political sciences to developing and 
shaping the Nopoor project, particularly with regard 
to the relationship between regime type and poverty; 

— and to Eduardo Oreggia who was working in Nopoor 
on the impact of local shocks on poverty.
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